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Learning Poverty

Education is a basic human right, and it is also central to unlocking
human capabilities—so it is essential to ensure that the right to education
is fulfilled in a meaningful way for all children.

Numberofilliterate youth aged 15 to 24 years, by region (in millions), 2020
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The term “learning poverty” underlines just how important achieving at least
a minimum proficiency in reading ability is as a vehicle to a productive,
fulfilling life in the modern world. In low- and middle-income countries,

various metrics show that roughly half of students are going through school
without acquiring the foundational skills they need. The lack of focus on
assuring literacy and numeracy in many countries implies that millions of
children leave school without these most basic cognitive skills.

The new
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Source: Azevedo and others (2019} using the Global Learning Assessment Database (httpsy/githubcomswaordbank/GLAD): UIS Eniolment Data; and UN Populaton numbers.

A Call o Action:
Meeting the Leaming Poverty Target won't be easy, but we can't back down from the
chdllenge. We owe it to the children of this world to set our sights high, so they can too.
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