
The UN Decade on Ecosystem
Restoration (2021-2030) is a global

effort to revive damaged
ecosystems on land and water. Led
by the UN Environment Programme

and the Food and Agriculture
Organization, it aims to stop and

reverse ecosystem degradation. This
initiative brings together

governments, scientists, and
organizations to invest in and

implement large-scale restoration
projects. The goal is to improve

biodiversity, combat climate change,
and enhance people's livelihoods.

With an average of 6 million
hectares replanted each
year during the 2010 decade,
the current rate of
replanting falls far short of
this target, and is even far
from covering the areas lost.

Inspiring Reforestation Stories

Loess Plateau Restoration Project
China's Loess Plateau Restoration Project is
a massive environmental success story. By
implementing a combination of tree planting,
soil conservation, and sustainable farming,
the project has transformed a vast, degraded
area into a thriving ecosystem. This initiative
has not only improved the environment but
also uplifted local communities by creating
jobs and increasing agricultural productivity.

References: https://www.worldexcellence.com/successful-reforestation-projects-in-the-world/ | https://medium.com/@angelicdolphin12/reforestation-
programs-and-success-stories-restoring-natures-green-lung-8c4af498ed86 | https://www.globalforestwatch.org/ | statista.com

“Forest and landscape
restoration is about much more

than trees: it has social and
economic benefits such as

improving human well-being and
livelihoods, and contributes to

many of the Sustainable
Development Goals, including
mitigating climate change and

conserving biodiversity.” 
- Mette Wilkie, 

Director, FAO Forestry.

Behind every successful reforestation program are stories of resilience,
innovation, and community engagement. Here are a few inspiring stories of forest

restoration and conservation:
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Eden Reforestation Projects, Madagascar
Eden Reforestation Projects is a non-profit
organization focused on restoring forests and
improving the lives of impoverished communities.
Their work in Madagascar, a biodiversity hotspot, has
been particularly impactful. By involving local
communities in reforestation efforts, Eden has
successfully planted millions of trees, protected
endangered species, and provided sustainable income
sources for the local population.
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Gaviotas Reforestation Project
The Gaviotas community in Colombia has successfully
transformed a deforested area into a thriving
ecosystem. Through extensive tree planting, utilizing
mycorrhizal fungi, and sustainable practices, they have
restored over 20,000 acres of forest. This achievement
has not only improved the environment but also
generated economic opportunities for the community,
such as resin production and biodiesel. The increased
forest cover has even led to changes in local weather
patterns, resulting in higher rainfall. Gaviotas is a
prime example of how community-driven reforestation
can lead to ecological and economic prosperity.

Jadav Payeng: The man who planted an
entire forest by himself
Molai forest is named after Jadav "Molai" Payeng
Indian environmental activist and forestry worker.
The forest was single-handedly planted by Payeng in
a timespan of 30 years and encompasses an area of
about 1,360 acres / 550 hectares. Payeng planted
and tended trees on a sandbar of the river
Brahmaputra turning it into a forest reserve. 
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Given the scale and
urgency of the challenge,
the UN has called for the
restoration of 1 billion
hectares by 2030 in its
report "Ecosystem
Reforestation for People,
Nature and Climate ” (2021). 

Discover other inspiring stories: 
5 Reforestation Projects that Gives You Hope for the Future!

Successful reforestation requires careful planning, including site selection,
species choice, planting methods, and protection from threats like fires and pests.

https://www.worldexcellence.com/successful-reforestation-projects-in-the-world/
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/36251/ERPNC.pdf
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/36251/ERPNC.pdf
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/36251/ERPNC.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ue7Lu2XASr0

