
Water connects
every aspect of
life. Access to

safe water and
sanitation can
quickly turn

problems into
potential -

empowering
people with time
for school and

work, and
contributing to

improved health
for women,

children, and
families around

the world.

771 million people lack access to
safe water.

1.7 billion people lack access to
improved sanitation.

Women and girls spend 266
million hours every day finding
and collecting water.

Every 2 minutes a child dies from
a water-related disease.

By 2025, 50% of the world’s population
is projected to live in water-stressed
areas as a result of climate change,
with low-income families bearing the
greatest brunt of this crisis.

SDG Target 6.2 is to:
“achieve access to

adequate and equitable
sanitation and hygiene
for all and end open
defecation” by 2030.

 

Where are we
today? In 2020, just
over half (54%) of

the world population
had access to safely
managed sanitation.

It is shocking that
nearly one-in-two
don’t. Around 6%
do not have any

sanitation facilities
at all, and instead
have to practice
open defecation.

The world’s water-
related

ecosystems are
being degraded
at an alarming
rate. Over the

past 300 years,
over 85% of the

planet’s wetlands
have been lost.

According to the forecasts, 44 countries will face 
"extremely high" or "high" levels of water stress by 2040.

As the World
Resources Institute
report warns, "at
the same time,
rising sea levels
are putting an

increasing number
of areas,

particularly in East
and Southeast Asia,
at increased risk of

flooding, which
can overwhelm

sanitation systems
and pollute

drinking water
sources.

Water is the best investment the world can make to reduce disease,
increase family income, keep girls in school, and change lives.
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Nearly half of the world doES not
have access to safe sanitation

https://www.unwater.org/bethechange/

