


This guide was produced by the Just ice Coal i t ion of  Rel igious (JCoR) ,  a coal i t ion of  23 non-
governmental  organizat ions that are accredited to collect ively represent over 200 congregat ions of
Roman Cathol ic women and men Rel igious at  the United Nations (UN) .  For centur ies,  congregat ions
of Rel igious have served people who have been rendered poor,  vulnerable,  oppressed,  and
marginal ized by exist ing global  systems.  Through our membership in JCoR, we have united with our
sister and brother organizat ions to enhance collaborat ion among our members – at  UN Headquarters
and around the world – in our common mission:  to improve qual i ty of  l i fe for  people who are l iv ing in
poverty and to enhance our stewardship of  the natural  environment .

The primary aim of our collaboration is  to strengthen the capacity of  Cathol ic Rel igious and their
partners to address the root causes of  human and environmental  suffer ing.

We work toward this goal  by coordinat ing nat ional ,  
regional ,  and global  efforts of  Rel igious to cal l  on 
pol i t ical  leaders to take act ion for a just ,  equitable,  and 
r ights-based implementat ion of  the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) ,  the United Nations'  Agenda 
for 2015-2030.  

We hope these pages wil l  help empower you join us in this  
mission!

JUSTICE                 OF RELIGIOUSCoalition

https://jcor2030.org/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/?fbclid=IwAR3XeaaMuMtX0g8Cr9IOdEGkTi_ELBu1-W3tfGIsQ7rocIv8-e40rWxUMU0
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/?fbclid=IwAR3XeaaMuMtX0g8Cr9IOdEGkTi_ELBu1-W3tfGIsQ7rocIv8-e40rWxUMU0


COP29
COP29 refers to the 29th meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP)
to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC). At the annual climate COP, delegates from UN Member States
come together to negotiate and agree upon actions to address climate
change, such as limiting global temperature rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius,
helping vulnerable countries adapt to the effects of climate change, and
achieving net-zero emissions by 2050. Governments’ representatives also
present their national plans for contributing to the accomplishment of
these goals and report on challenges, best practices, and progress.

In addition to delegates from UN Member States, COP29 also gathers
climate-concerned leaders from civil society, indigenous groups,
academia, younger generations, and the private sector to accelerate our
collective response to the climate crisis. At COP29, all of these actors will
discuss the key priority of establishing a new goal on climate finance,
ensuring every country has the means to take strong climate action,
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and build resilient communities.

Why is COP29 important?
COP29 is a pivotal moment for the world. We know what actions we must
take in order to tackle the climate crisis, and we must act now. Everyone
has a role to play. We need to accelerate the transition to renewable
energy, phase out fossil fuels, strengthen climate resilience, provide the
financial resources to put solutions into action, and ensure no one is left
behind. “We rise together, or we fall together. Let’s make COP29 count.”

What is



TERMINOLOGYEssent ia l
The following terms provide an important foundation for understanding the
global-policy conversation on cl imate change.  You will  want to be famil iar  with
them if  you plan on part icipating in or following the discussions at COP29

UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
The UNFCCC outl ines the legal  framework and pr inciples for internat ional  cl imate change cooperat ion.  I ts
overarching goal  is  to reduce atmospheric concentrat ions of  greenhouse gases and to desist  from
dangerous human interference with the global  cl imate system. Cl ick here to learn more.

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change ( IPCC)
The IPCC is  the United Nations body tasked with assessing the science related to cl imate change.  I t
col lects scient i f ic ,  technical ,  and socio-economic data on the r isks and impacts of  cl imate change and
produces reports to guide governments in an effect ive response to the cr is is .  Cl ick here to learn more.

Paris Agreement
The Par is  Agreement is  an internat ional  treaty,  adopted in 2015,  to address cl imate change.  I t  marks a
signif icant achievement in the global  discourse as the f i rst  legally-binding agreement to unite a
mult i tude of countr ies in a collect ive commitment to engage in ambit ious efforts to tackle cl imate
change and i ts  impacts .  Under the Par is  Agreement,  individual  countr ies determine how much they wil l
reduce their  carbon emissions each year,  and these plans are cal led nat ionally determined contr ibut ions
(NDCs) .  Cl ick here to learn more.  

Sustainable Development Goal 13 (SDG13)
SDG13 is  a commitment by the global  community to combat cl imate change as an important part  of  the of
the UN's overal l  Sustainable Development Agenda.  I t  sets specif ic targets and indicators for  measuring
our progress in addressing cl imate change.  I ts  placement in the Sustainable Development 
Agenda signals a recognit ion that environmental  conservat ion is  a pi l lar  of  progress for the 
internat ional  community and should be monitored and promoted alongside other measures of
development.  Cl ick here to learn more.

https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/what-is-the-united-nations-framework-convention-on-climate-change
https://www.ipcc.ch/
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/all-about-ndcs#:~:text=First%2C%20what's%20an%20NDC%3F,update%20it%20every%20five%20years.
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/climate-change/


BIODIVERSITY CLIMATE CHANGE DESERTIFICATION

Three global treaties emerged from the 1992 Rio Earth Summit: Convention on Biological Diversity, United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change, and United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification. Biodiversity loss, climate change, and  desertification are
significantly interconnected issues that pose existential threats to all of Creation, and this year all three Conferences of the Parties (or
COPs) will be held in close succession, working toward cross-cutting solutions to some of the greatest challenges of our time.

The United Nations Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD) is a legally binding framework
that aims to conserve biodiversity, ensure the
sustainable use of its components, and fairly
share the benefits of genetic resources. The
16th session of the Conference of the Parties
to the CBD (COP16) transpired in Cali,
Colombia, from 21 October to 1 November
with a central theme of “Peace with Nature.”
Governments failed to reach a consensus and
will continue the discussions next year at an
interim meeting in Bangkok.

The United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) is an international
agreement with the overarching objective to
prevent “dangerous” human interference with
the climate system. The 29th meeting of the
Conference of the Parties to the UNFCCC
(COP29) will be held in Baku, Azerbaijan from
11-22 November. Finance is the focus of
COP29, with an emphasis on setting a new
global climate finance goal to support the
low-carbon transition and build resilience to
climate change impacts.

The United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification (UNCCD) was established to
protect and restore land, and it is the only
legally binding framework created to address
desertification and drought. The 16th session
of the Conference of the Parties to the
UNCCD (COP16) will be held from 2-13
December in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia with the
theme of “Our Land, Our Future.” It aims to
renew the global commitment to accelerate
investment and action to restore land and
boost drought resilience for the benefit of
people and planet.

COPsThe year of three

https://www.un.org/en/conferences/environment/rio1992
https://www.cbd.int/conferences/2024
https://www.cbd.int/conferences/2024
https://www.cbd.int/conferences/2024
https://cop29.az/en/home
https://cop29.az/en/home
https://www.unccd.int/cop16
https://www.unccd.int/cop16
https://www.unccd.int/cop16


COP29 Detai ls

When
11-22 November 2024

Where
ONLINE: Follow the proceedings of COP29 at
https://www.youtube.com/@UNClimateChangeEvents/featured

IN-PERSON: Baku, Azerbaijan
Blue Zone: This zone is the formal conference and negotiation space at COP29. All the official sessions,
meetings, side events, and press conferences held during COP29 will take place in the Blue Zone. Only
accredited government and observer delegates (individuals registered for COP29 who have an official
COP29 access badge) can enter this space.
Green Zone: This zone serves as a platform for a diverse group of non-accredited delegates (including
global civil society, youth, indigenous groups, academics, and representatives from the private sector)
to engage in dialogue and promote awareness about climate action, in recognition that collaboration
among all stakeholders is essential to the task of addressing the challenges of climate change.
Electronic tickets are required to access the green zone. Click here (link coming soon) to register.

COP29 Websites
UNFCCC: https://unfccc.int/cop29 including the COP29 virtual platform
COP29 Azerbaijan Presidency: https://cop29.az including answers to Frequently Asked Questions here

COP29 Observer Handbook
This handbook is designed to help you navigate COP29 and get the most out of your participation 

https://www.youtube.com/@UNClimateChangeEvents/featured
https://unfccc.int/cop29
https://unfccc.int/cop29/platform
https://cop29.az/
https://cop29.az/en/media-hub/faq
https://jcor2030.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Observer20Handbook20for20COP2920300820pub2028129.pdf


INGOUDE COMPANY
SDG Progress Report 2025

MEASURABLE IMPACT
Ou r  r e po r t  h i g h l i g h t s  s i g n i f i c an t ,
measu r ab l e  impac t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n
c l e an  wa t e r  p r o j e c t s ,  a f f i rm i n g  t h e
e f f e c t i v e ne s s  o f  o u r  s u s t a i n ab i l i t y
i n i t i a t i v e s .

PROGRAMME of events
Programme
Click on the following links to access the overview schedule, the schedule of events, 
and the daily programme (available starting 11 November)
11 November: COP29 Opening
12-13 November: World Leaders Climate Action Summit
14 November: Finance, Investment and Trade Day
15 November: Energy / Peace, Relief and Recovery Day
16 November: Science, Technology and Innovation / Digitalisation Day
18 November: Human Capital / Children and Youth / Health / Education Day
19 November: Food, Agriculture and Water Day
20 November: Urbanisation / Transport / Tourism Day
21 November: Nature and Biodiversity / Indigenous People / Gender Equality /
                           Oceans and Coastal Zones Day
22 November: Final Negotiations

Side Events
Click on the following links to
access the full list of COP29 
side events and exhibits

https://jcor2030.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/COP29_Overview_Schedule.pdf
https://unfccc.int/COP29/schedule?type=All
https://unfccc.int/cop29/daily-programme
https://seors.unfccc.int/applications/seors/reports/events_list.html?session_id=COP%2029
https://seors.unfccc.int/applications/seors/reports/exhibits_list.html?session_id=COP%2029&_gl=1*fgly1y*_ga*NTkzMTg2MTM5LjE3Mjk3ODgxMjk.*_ga_7ZZWT14N79*MTczMDc0OTc4My4xMS4wLjE3MzA3NDk3OTEuMC4wLjA.


EVENTSRecommended

CLICK HERE

Please visit JCoR’s COP29 webpage to
access a curated list of side events

and parallel events that are
recommended by JCoR and our

Religious community at the United
Nations in New York. 

VISIT JCoR’s WEBSITE

https://jcor2030.org/cop29/
https://jcor2030.org/cop29/


#COP29 and #COP29Azerbaijan

SOCIAL MEDIA Recommendations

Justice Coalition of Religious (JCoR)
Twitter: @JCoR2030   Facebook: @JCoR2030   
LinkedIn: @JCoR2030   YouTube: @JCoR2030

JCoR Members
Click here to access a Twitter list of JCoR members

Your congregation’s NGO at the UN
Need help? Find many congregations' NGO's social media details here

Your government’s Permanent Mission to the United Nations

COP29
Twitter: @COP29_AZ   Facebook: @cop29azerbaijan
Instagram: @cop29_azerbaijan   LinkedIn: @cop29azerbaijan
TikTok: @cop29_azerbaijan   YouTube: @cop29aze

United Nations Climate Change
Twitter: @UNFCCC   Facebook: @UNclimatechange   
Instagram: @unclimatechange   LinkedIn: UN Climate Change
TikTok: @unclimatechange  YouTube: @UNClimateChange

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
Twitter: @IPCC_CH   Facebook: @IPCC

Use the hashtags:

https://twitter.com/JCoR2030
https://www.facebook.com/JCoR2030
https://www.linkedin.com/company/jcor2030
https://www.youtube.com/@JCoR2030
https://twitter.com/i/lists/1482757410452385795
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1LH6FQ0-beeTK6awtixQ-cteETmeeXw_UHY7WDKfODZM/edit?usp=sharing
https://x.com/COP29_AZ
https://www.facebook.com/cop29azerbaijan
https://www.instagram.com/cop29_azerbaijan/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cop29azerbaijan/
https://www.tiktok.com/@cop29_azerbaijan
https://www.youtube.com/@cop29aze
https://twitter.com/UNFCCC
https://www.facebook.com/UNclimatechange
https://www.instagram.com/unclimatechange/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/unclimatechange/
https://www.tiktok.com/@unclimatechange?lang=en
https://www.youtube.com/user/climateconference
https://twitter.com/IPCC_ch
https://www.facebook.com/IPCC


ACTIONCall to
The Interfaith Liaison Committee of the UNFCCC invites you to read and
endorse an Interfaith Call to Action .  This statement expresses concerns,
demands, and hopes of faith communities, to be delivered to the UNFCCC
Executive Secretariat and the Presidency of COP29. It urges world leaders to
approach negotiations in good faith, with genuine intention to find solutions. 

“By fostering hope, trust, and decisive action, we can lift the human family's
spirit and create ripples of positive change. Together, we can give the world a
reason to feel hopeful about our shared future.”

Organizations may sign this petition from now up to 9 November 2024 .

CLICK HERE TO READ AND ENDORSE THE PETITION

https://www.change.org/p/cop29-interfaith-call-to-action-by-the-interfaith-liaison-committee

